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Tis gentleman is justly ranked among the most eminent Masons 
of America. He was elected to the office of Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of the state of New-York, on the 25th of July, A. L. 
5820 ; and he discharged the important duties of that office, while 
he continued to hold it, with great fidelity and talent. He was 
Vice President of the United States under Mr. Monroe ; and asa 
firm, efficient, and zealous friend to his country, in times of great 
difficulty and need, he was not excelled. He died in 1825. We 
subjoin his address, on taking the Chair as Grand Master, and do 
earnestly recommend it to the attention of all honest opposers of 
Masonry. 


Breturen:—Aware of my inexperience, of late years, in the trans- 
actions of the fraternity, nothing but a confidence that the same 
courtesy and liberality which induced you to confer on me the of- 
fice of Grand Master, would be extended to the performance of its 
duties, could have justified my acceptance of that honor. I shall 
ever appreciate this instance of your confidence, with the most 
friendly and lively recollection, not only as an honor of the highest 
nature, but as a gratifying testimonial of the respect and esteem of 
men whom it will always be my greatest pleasure to claim as Broth- 
ers. 

Although it belongs to more proficient brethren than myself, to 
develope the origin and history of Masonry, and to pronounce its 
encomium, yet it will not, | hope, be deemed irrelevant, on the pre- 
sent occasion, concisely to review the lofty and noble character 
which has hitherto distinguished our fraternity, and to indulge ina 
prospective view of future destinies, and of the benefits that may 
result from our future operations. 

The reflection that this institution is the most ancient of all moral, 
social, political, literary and benevolent societies, is just cause of 
pride and satisfaction to every enlightened and candid member.— 
History produces no parallel of its duration. 
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Whatever may be the diversity of opinion as to the precise pe- 
riod of its commencement, it seems to be considered by all, that it 
is at least coeval with the building of Solomon’s Temple. What 
thrones have not been shaken within that space of time! What em- 
pires have not forever disappeared from the political horizon !— 
What moral, literary, or religious tribunals, formed within that in- 
terval, have not been broken into fragments, or totally annihilated! 
Governments, civil and religious, have been instituted and destroy- 
ed. Powers and dominions innumerable, have arisen and passed 
away, without leaving a trace behind. Every thing, but Masonry, 
seems to have been constantly changing from the remotest periods 
of history. About the date of the departure of the Romans from 
Britain, and for a lapse of time afterwards, during the sanguinary 
conflicts that ensued, Masonry suffered a decline, and then had its 
only interval of depression. But it was only in the dark age, which 
preceded the introduction of Christianity, that this noble institu- 
tion drooped for a time. When the light of Religion had dissipa- 
ted the prevailing darkness, Masonry was again revived by the 
countenance and patronage of the great and learned men of the 
age, and has ever since maintained its pristine vigor and lustre. 

It is equally a source of pleasing reflection, in the review of our 
past operations, that our institution is known and embraced through- 
out the whole habitable world, and that its votaries find brethren 
and friends of the same family, wherever choice or destiny may 
convey them. Among the innumerable characteristics of the craft, 
it is not the least grateful, that besides the promotion of philanthro- 
py, morality, friendship, benevolence, civilization, and religion, it 
has always been made subservient to the advancement of literature, 
and the promotion of the fine arts. It is our boast too, that for 
ages past, the most illustrious sovereigns, statesmen, divines, and 
philosophers, of every age and country, have been proud to enrol 
themselves as brethren of the most benevolent and distinguished 
institution that man ever formed, and that, notwithstanding the 
wide diffusion of its mysteries to brethren of all politics, climes, and 
religions, they have been inviolably withheld from the rest of the 
world. 

These considerations, with others, which the heart and imagina- 
tion of every member of this worshipful Grand Lodge will easily 
supply, ought to impress us deeply with the propriety and necessi- 
ty of devoting ourselves to the preservation of its character.and use- 
fulness. ‘T’o accomplish this desirable object, I shall feel myself au- 
thorised to put in requisition the united experience and wisdom of 
the brethren of this worshipful fraternity. 
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To preserve friendship, harmony, and social intercourse in the 
bosom of a lodge, it 1s desirable, if not indispensable, that mutual 
respect and esteem should be cherished among its members ; and 
therefore the greatest circumspection ought to be exercised, in re- 
lation to the moral and charitable character and disposition of can- 
didates for the mysteries and benefits of the craft. But above all 
we should scrupulously examine and guard ourselves against the 
indulgence of sectarian or political feelings within these sacred 
walls. ‘These have been the bane of all moral, charitable, and lit- 
erary societies that were ever formed ; and it is in vain to hope, 
that the pillars of our fabric, though of long duration, and firmly 
established now, will be exempt from the downfall which the same 
causes have invariably accomplished in other institutions. Here, 
we are brethren of the same family, endeared by ties that ought 
never to be broken. Here, the lion and the lamb truly lie down to- 
gether. The objects we have in view are the same, and concern- 
ing them there can be no diversity of opinion or sentiment. Let us 
then cordially unite our hearts in the accomplishment of the grand 
work and duty before us, with a single eye to their honourable and 
full performance ; thereby we shall preserve and perpetuate the 
character and blessings of this venerable and exalted association. 





FEBRUARY. 
By James Grahame. 


The treacherous fowler, in the drifted wreath, 
The snare conceals, and strews the husky lure, 
Tempting the famished fowls of heaven to light: 
They light; the captive strives in vain to fly, 
Scattering around, with fluttering wing, the snow. 
Amid the untrod snows, oft let me roam 

Far up the lonely glen, and mark its change ; 
The frozen rill’s hoarse murmur scarce is heard ; 
The rocky cleft, the fairy bourne smoothed up, 
Repeat no more thy solitary voice. 


Now to the icy plain the city swarms. 
In giddy circles, whirling variously, 
The skater fleetly thrids the mazy throng, 
While smaller wights the sliding pastime ply. 
Unhappy he, of poverty the child! 
Who, barefoot, standing, eyes his merry mates, 
And, shivering, weeps, not for the biting cold, 
But that he cannot join the slippery sport. 
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Trust not incautiously the smooth expanse ; 
For oft a treacherous thaw, ere yet perceived, 
Saps by degrees the solid-seeming mass: 

At last the long piled mountain snows dissolve, 
Bursting the roaring river’s brittle bonds ; 

The shattered fragments down the cataract shoot, 
And, sinking in the boiling deep below, 

At distance re-appear, then sweep along 
Marking their height upon the half sunk trees. 


No more the ploughman hurls the sounding quoit ; 














The loosened glebe demands the rusted share, 

And slow the toiling team plods o’er the field. 

But oft, ere half the winding task be done, 
Returning frost again usurps the year, 

Fixing the ploughshare in the unfinished fur ; 

And still, at times, the flaky shower descends, 
Whitening the plain, save where the wheaten blade, 
Peering, uplifts its green and hardy head, 

As if just springing from a soil of snow. 


While yet the night is long, and drear, and chill, 











Soon as the slanting sun has sunk from view, 
The sounding anvil cheerily invites 

The weary hind to leave his twinkling fire, 

And bask himself before the furnace glare ; 
Where, blest with unbought mirth, the rustic ring, 
Their faces tinted by the yellow blaze, 
Beguile the hours, nor envy rooms of state. 





ANTI-MASONRY. 


“‘Nimium, altercando veretas amittur.’’ 





Such is the contexture of the human mind, that in excessive al- 
tercations man forgets himself and his subject. Man is formed to 
act, not from the incoherent emotions of passion, but from the cool 
and deliberate dictates of judgment—judgment, which regards not 
only what is lawful, but what is expedient. The well informed 
and judicious man will not be hurried or precipitate in his conclu- 
sions. Whatever he does, whatever he believes, he designs ‘for the 
public good.’ 

In the late political contests which have agitated the very heart 
of our republic, there are those, whose republicanism has never been 
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doubted, who, shocked at the indiscretion of office-seeking dema- 
gogues, have prudently stepped aside, to wait in silent patience the 
operations of time. 

The anti-masonic excitement, which has been going the rounds, 
and has finally made its appearance in our once peaceful and hap- 
py town, might be met inthe same way. ‘The writer has always 
been of the opinion, that such violent commotions, left alone, will 
die of themselves—like the turbulent waves which dashing unre- 
strained upon the shore, lose their force and roll back of their own 
accord. Such is his present belief. He would not have troubled 
the public with either his thoughts or his wishes, was he conscious 
that the suppression of Masonic principles, was the only object of 
the leaders of anti-masonry., But taking into view the measures 
resorted to by them, both to gain disciples, and to secure the aid of 
presses, with many other particulars, [ must confess, I stand in doubt 
of them. I believe there are at least three objects the leaders of 
this excitement have in view, besides the suppression of Masonry. 

It is one of the greatest money-making schemes ever got up by 
designing men. Aware of the influence of popular excitement, such 
men raise and turn them to their interests. They seek men, who 
if they have any definite sentiment, will sacrifice it, if by sucha 
course, they can secure some greater earthly emolument. . These 
are the men who secede from Masonry ; and they would secede 
from any other principle, national or religious, if they could but 
gain more money. ‘These men are distinguised frequently by Rev. 
Kisq. and the like, (epithets, to which they are stangers at home,) 
are spoken of as great and good men ; the same, who, prior to their 
recantations, themselves being judges, were ‘ foolish and wicked.’ 
These, and similar accounts, equally erroneous and exaggerated, are 
hurried from paper to paper, losing nothing on the way. The 
people are advertised of the new secret to be divulged by the next 
paper, this gives extensive circulation to them, they are sought and 
read with avidity by those ‘ who like to hear and tell some new 
thing.’ Many of these men care as little about Masonry as they do 
about the image which the Ephesians supposed fell down from Ju- 
piter. They would as soon declare favorably as otherwise of the 
order, provided they could make as much money by it. 

Now if people are disposed to pay their money for, and spend 
their time in perusing these publications, certainly no one will in 
the least object. ‘Ihey obtain one thing and do another. They 
perhaps obtain a transcient satisfaction in finding out something 


marvellous ; and they do pay the printeror publisher extremely 
well for his labor. 
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This excitément has been used, espetially in the State where it 
originated, as a powerful political engine: 

Men, who have long been struggling to emancipate themselves 
from the fetters which their profound ignorance and untoward am- 
bition have led a just and discerning public to fastég,on them, have 
been and are now endeavoring to work themselves into public fa- 
vor and notice by the stratagem of Anti-Masonry. In proof of this, 
just notice, ‘ The anti-masonic republican party,’ and observe the 
leaders of that party. 

Happy should I be, could I believe that money and political in 
trigue, were the only objects of another class engaged in this affair. 

We are not destitute of men, who maintain a great hostility to 
the religion of the bible. 'They have been silent, not from princi- 
ple, but from pure necessity. ‘The waste places of Zion have been 
too faithfully guarded to admit of their intrusion. ‘They have only 
occasionally struck against the holy battlements of the house of 
God ; but finding the sentinels awake and at their post, they have 
retired and hid themselves. ‘Though they have been foiled, they 
are not discouraged. Like lions, who are more enraged by repeat- 
ed repulses, they have sallied fourth direct against the church of 
Christ. Aware that the surest way to destroy a system is to attack 
it through the agency of its professed advocates, they have watch- 
ed the opportunity—have sharpened and placed their well-poised 
lance in the hands of christians, calling on them to strike their fel- 
low christians. If this attack was made by these ‘ opposers of the 
faith’ in person, they would be met and vanquished. But they lie in 
ambush, seek members of religious societies, surround them with 
anti-masonic publications, and accounts as false as they are miracu- 
lous; charge them to have no fellowship with avowed masons,be they 
good or bad men, be they fathers, friends or brothers ; they force 
them on to disturb the peace of brethren ‘ bought by the blood of 
Christ ;> and when they have accomplished their dark designs on 
‘ the fellowship of the saints,’ they, perched on the hills of their in- 
iquity,in demoniac triumph, profanely laugh at the divisions they 
have effected among christians. O,my God, when will thy chil- 
dren learn to be wise! When will they understand the wiles of 
this adversary! Alas! ‘ How are the mighty fallen!’ O, ‘tell it not 
in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Askelon ; lest the daughters 
of the Philistines rejoice, and the daughters of the uncircumcised 
triumph. Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, neither let 
there be rain upon you, nor fields of offerings, for the shield of the 
mighty is vilely cast away!’ 
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If the present unprecedented excitement was kept by its if, and 
not pushed into families and societies, and the sanctuary of the Lord 
made the theatre of religious death, where ministers and people are 
sundered and spiritual intercourse interrupted, I should have less 
reason to doubt the good motive of the leaders of anti-masonry. 

We are under no necessity of sending a delegate to Batavia to 
ascertain which is most to be dreaded in its consequences, Mason- 
ry or Anti-Masonry. No, we need only stand forth a moment 
in any of our public places, and if we will, we can be convinced. 
The people are candidly called upon to examine for themselves, 
which of the two parties carry in their course the most determined 
opposition to the well-being of our community. If it be Masonry, 
let it go down. If it be Anti-Masonry, is there not energy and phi- 
lanthropy enough among us to make exertions to abate its fury, that 
it may die an easy death? ‘The pitch to which Anti-Masons have 
arrived is truly astonishing. Are you asked to give a reason for 
your masonic faith? Ere you can reply, it is cried, ‘away with him, 
away with him,’ he is a Mason, ‘and not fit to live.? Do you ask 
for a small space in a public paper to speak for yourself? it may, 
and it may not be allowed you. How then is the subject to be can- 
vassed? Certainly not in this way, if we would come to the whole 
truth of the matter. By thus managing the subject, very many are 
innocently brought to be the enemies of the order alluded to; in- 
nocently, I say, because all the knowledge they have of masonry 
has been obtained from its enemies, and inimical publications. They 
have formed no opinion but from the testimony of those, who, if 
they know any good of the institution, are careful to conceal it. 

Suppose we were to judge of the competency of J. Q. Adams to 
discharge the important duties to which he has been called by his 
country, only by the representations made by the advocates of A. 
Jackson ; how near the truth should we come? Equally as near, 
as we can on the subject of Masonry, by Anti-Masonic publications. 
The fact is, the case has been heard only on one side. Give Ma- 
sons as fair a chance in our papers as our opponents, and then let 
the public judge. Let the world look at the character and conduct 
of each, and decide accordingly. From such a tribunal we ask no 
appeal. GIMMEL, 


New Bedford, Jan, 20, 1329. 
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LETTER TO A FRIEND. 


[Our readers will probably be gratified with the following communi- 
cation, from an esteemed friend of the Order. ] 

Sir,—After balancing, for some time, between indecision and 
determination, whether it were better to address you, in seriousness 
orsatire ; or whether best to notice your assumptive proceedings, 
in the late anti-masonic convention, or pass them altogether as un- 
worthy of remark ; we at last conclude, that a gentleman, advanc- 
ed in years, and of so much known assiduity and respectability, 
(although a /figurante in the late imposing events which arrest our 
surprise,) deserves a moment’s respectful consideration. 

You must be well aware, sir, that you are specially implicated, in 
the transactions to which we allude, in a most unwarrantable depar- 
ture from honest views, fair conclusions, and an honorable integri- 
ty of disposition. 

Do you pretend that the altars of the Craft are erected to the un- 
known God, and that they worship with strange fire ? that their 
rights are revolting, their works ‘‘ a pestilence walking in dark- 
ness,” and ‘‘all secrecy the mystery of imijuity 7? Who made 
you, sir, the judge to determine this case, or the apostle to condemn 
and denounce this imaginative idolatry ? Come and learn their 
theological tenets and ethics, and you would soon become as wise 
as the ambassadors of Queen Elizabeth, who reported to her ma- 
jesty—-‘‘ there was nothing to fear from a set of men, associated as 
brethren, whose life and conversation were in the reverence of 
God, and according to the rules of equity and justice, and that of 
all the societies throughout the British realm, there were none more 
circumspect, humane, diligent, moral and religions.” Is there any 
dereliction in their descendants from this noble example ? 

Is the profession, in your view, sir, ‘‘ the deepest hypocrisy and 
most deplorable heresy ?’—think you, a ‘‘ well grounded alarm” 
pervades all society, threatening the subversion of liberty, &c.?— 
What, sir, the profession of moral principles and beneficent allevi- 
ations ; generous fellowship and social happiness, so base! Why, 
this 1s putting light for darkness, and darkness for light ; wilfully 
erring in judgment, and foolishly ‘ prating without knowledge.”-- 
Who can believe the report ; who can trust such malevolent pre- 
judice ; who can confide in such false and perverted statements ? 

‘© OQ! judgment, thou art fled to brutish beasts, 


** And men have lost their reason.’’ 








1i- 








1829] OR, MASONIC GARLAND. $29 


It cannot be thought fora moment, that our honored friend is an 
initiated regular mason: no—it is impossible—he disavows it, he 
holds it in scorn ; he sits in triumphal mockery over it ; he dooms 
it to everlasting infamy ! No—however unwisely fallen into trans- 
gression, he cannot act so unworthy of himself; he must be free 
from the perjuring sin and guilt of seceding from masonic obliga- 
tions. Were he a Freemason, he would know the profession bet- 
ter, and of course be altogether exempt from such inexcusable er- 
rors and reprehensible mistakes. ‘The respectable lodge in his own 
neighbourhood, as all those of the metropolis and its extended en- 
virons, would, by their ex» mplary virtues and fair records of all 
transactions, while they reprove and admonish the defamer, con- 
vince and convict him of the most absurd inconsistency. 

This struggle against TrurH—this violent and wanton vehe- 
mence against all traditional and historical Facr, is beating the air 
most boisterous!y, we must acknowiedge ; (much like the gladiators 
and wrestlers of the .frenqa, in challenging-pretensions of prowess-- 
bold champions among their own shadows !) But who made you, 
thou man of zeal, and your erratic confederates, in a house of wor- 
ship, (too much like Cataline and his associate conspirators in the 
senate house, plotting the destruction of the republic,) who made 
you a tribunal to decree ma'edictions and an irreversible judgment 
against the wisest and best of men? or who constituted yov, my 
lord-ascendant, umpire against the decisions and sanctions of the 
world ? What marvellous presumption and self-conceit! The 
poet must have had some such obtrusive arrogance, of perhaps some 
querulous old genileman in view, when he penned the terse coup- 
let, 

‘* Sole judge of truth—in endless error hurl’d, 

** The glory, jest and riddle of the world.”’ 
No, sir, with all your boastings and busile, it is assuredly evident, 
you are no mason,—and though we cite the adage, 

‘© Nemo omnibus horis sapit,” 
yet we are good naturedly disposed to allow, you must-become 
wiser, (as Quixotic valiant) by experience, than to become degen- 
erate, or perverse,—even in dotage. Well, sir, we will then take 
you, asa citizen of the world—free to think and act—amenable on- 
ly to the regulations of society and the laws of the country, Who, 
then, are you, sir, to assume it upon yourself to calumniate, de- 
nounce, and daringly execrate, a well-ordered brotherhood of ar- 
chitects and artists and benefactors, existing in regular and contin+ 
ued associations, according to all tradition and history, since the 
Vol. 1. No. 11. 42 
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days of King Solomon ; and even now, are spread, with the arts 
and sciences, civilization and its improvements, over the habitable 
globe ? And who, let us ask, are those delegated redoubtables, 
who, in the fervor of excitement, at the expense of time and money, 
and with maddening zeal, spur on to the motley meeting, to render 
their clanish deeds and ambiguous doings formidable and terrific ! 
Who are those wise-acres, your counsellors and accomplices, from 
whom there is no appeal ; who are so highly gifted as by intuition 
to understand what they know nothing about ? for, if they know, 
they belie their own consciences, and if absolutely ignorant, they 
belie their own pretensions. We say, who art rou, and who are 
those, that, after partaking their wonted ‘“ refreshments,’ meet and 
pass resolutions of denunciation, reproach and scandal, againsta 
body of men, including all classes of respectability, from the hum- 
blest christian to the mightiest monarch on his throne, the latchet 
of whose shoes, in comparative estimation, they are not worthy to 
unloose ? Let them stand forth, from the Albanese aspirant to the 
merest renegade of inquisitiveness, and parade themselves through 
the columns of a Free Press, or the furnace of excitement, “ seven 
times heated’’—-all your efforts, sir, must appear to the calm and 
considerate, the sensible and judicious, but vain-glorious, unavail- 
ing and contemptible ! 
‘* Parlurient montes, nascitur ridiculus mus.” 

Be admonished by one greater than you all, in the deserved re- 
proof—‘‘ O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you ?” 

Besides, sir, you claim rights and privileges, and you are an hon- 
orable man ; are you not willing to allow the same to your fellow 
citizens ? must they be stretched and lopped on Procrustes’ bed, 
and yield all their hopes and interests ‘* at one fell swoop”? must 
they relinquish all their claims and privileges, franchise and free- 
dom, at your bidding ? must they all be crushed under your colos- 
sal strides, be trampled in the dust, and shrink and shrivel to anni- 
hilation, beneath the frowns of your angry wrath, or behind the 
cumbrous shadowings of your gigantic presumption ? Sir, why 
then resolve to destroy—-nay, to the utmost——all of you, to exert 
yourselves to destroy the Institution of Freemasonry, and break up 
their happy fellowship ? are you “vious of the good they do, to 
usurp the diadem or pluck the Jau: ‘ wreath from off thei brow, 
and put it on your own, as far more worthy of the glory ? or invid- 
ious, to pelt the ample and luxuriant tree, to plunder it of its fairest 
fruits? Or do you think the whole superstructure bad, because 
there are some ‘spots in their feasts of charity ?’—where that oc- 
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curs, though ‘more in sorrow than in anger,” they regret it, sir, 
much more than you. Or because some unleayened cakes are 
among the shew-bread of the sanctuary, is it therefore all dough, 
and worthless ? No, sir, blockheads are often known to mingle 
and crowd in, with wise and reverend heads, to seize on benefits 
often awarded to those, who may peradventure be safely sheltered 
under the covert of their high reputation ; casualties unavoidable 
in a world of such variety. Are the masons themselves dissatisfied 
with their institution, or teachings, or lodge meetings ? Why, then, 
need you, sir, or any of you, be offended, who are no part of their 
household ; share none of their burthens ; pay none of their expen- 
ses? Are you sincerely anxious to extinguish their mystic lights, 
or reduce their splendor? Why? Because “ the light shineth in 
darkness, and the darkness comprehendeth it not”? You had bet 
ter let them alone, sir--they furnish you at least with one good ex- 
ample, 1. e., they mind their own business. We earnestly recom- 
mend it, sir—let them alone. If their cause is good, how impotent 
are you! if not, “it must surely come tonaught.” If their cause 
is righteous ; if they work and walk in their integrity, with * a con- 
science void of offence;’ if they aim to do, in morals, friendship, fi- 
delity, humility, charity, vigilance and truth, what is praiseworthy 
among their fellows, and well pleasing to the Supreme Judge—-as 
for ages past, so for interminable ages to come-—-it will prosper and 
endure ; and your futile resolves will of themselves ‘‘ answer a fool 
according to his folly.” If, on the contrary, their system is in de- 
fault-—-defective in any or all its material points of fellowship—a 
Juggernaut of idolatrous worship--an ignis faluus, to lead the blind 
or curious astray--or ‘‘ a broken reed at best, or spear to pierce the 
heart’’—or a scheme of fraud and imposition upon the world, or the 
‘‘harlot mystery, Babylon,” itself—-it needs no resolves of yours, 
sir, to combat the mammoth monster, to tame the ferocious brute, 
or efligy the painted lion (whichever you please to call it)—its 
own demerits are sufficient for its dissolution. Without an appeal 
to the successive generations of men for thirty centuries past, who 
were probably as good judges as your magnanimous sexF, of the 
rights and wrongs of persons and things—this “ airy nothing,” this 
gorgeous castle of ice and glitter and phantasm, this whole * hzero- 
phantical” superstructure of tinsel and trifle, though Olympus high; 
without any oflicious interference of yours, or the fugitives, or fa- 


natics,—-would sink into insignificance of itself ; or, ages before you 
were cradl:d, would have gradually settled down into oblivion ! 
It would be your best policy, sir, not to meddle with the Craft, 
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unadvisedly. ‘They best know their own affairs. Or go to their 
‘‘ School of Virtue,” if you seek correct information, to be less vain, 
and to become more truly wise. Their ark of testimony contains 
the manna of wisdom for the worthy, and has a rod of correction 
for the profane ; their temple, durable as the pyramids, holds the 
tables of the law, with the hieroglyphics of nature, and with the 
altar and incense of their devotion, displays the plumb, square and 
level, of most singular and equitable observances. Beware of use- 
less mistakes, and we pray you, sir, commit no further indiscretion. 
You say, some of your frenzied novitiates and dotards, and many 
abroad of the conspiracy, are seceders from masonry ; and you first 
absolve them from all violations of the sanctity of an oath, and then 
resolve that this outrage upon Moral Principle, this infidelity and 
criminality in friendship, is most commendable,—themselves all 
honorable men! Indeed !--Can your absolvings or resolvings 
change an Ethiop to a fair complexion, villany to purity, baseness 
to innocence, or demoniac blackness to angelic brightness ! Answer 
it, ye gasconading men of Gotham. 

Prithee, sir, by your Resolves, have we the assurance that all the 
obligations and penalties of masonry are most awful? Are not all 
oaths, under whatever penalties, awful, and especially and morally 
binding on the parties in the covenant? But in the same resolve 
will you tell us, that the seceders, deepest in the violation of their 
engagements, the most abandoned from the order, worthless in it, 
or exterminated by it, and the most hardened, bold and incorrigible 
in their perfidy, are the most to be honored, and ‘‘ most honorable” 
men: Sir, you may commisserate the martyr, or caress the Mrs. 

——martyr; call titles *‘ baubles,” and funded stocks ‘‘ suspicious,” 
make speeches long a3 the Appian Way, and write essays of “ pith 
and moment” to mustered conventions ; nay, with the honey in your 
mouth, may scoff at ‘‘ refreshments’; and boasting some peculiar 
creed, may curse your neighbor’s offending excellence of character. 
But, sir, we must be bleached in ink, or bronzed in solutions of 
aqua fortis, before we can believe that the demoralizing effects of 
falsehood and perjury are blameless—or that reprobates of any de- 
scription, are RESPECTABLE. Yours, &c.* 










* This article originally appeared in the Bunker-Hill Aurora, under 
the signature of “ Plus Ultra,’’ but has since been revised and adapted, 
so far as practicable, to the pages of the Amaranth. 
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{For the Amaranth. 


MASONIC ODE. 


Tune, Bruce’s Address. ' 









Friends of charity and truth, 
Virtue’s friends, in age and youth, 
In love draw near, in candor hear 
A true Masonic creed. 






Let no discordant passion stir, 
Nor prejudice, with truth at war, 

The picture mar, which I shall draw, 
Of Israelites indeed. 


























Lo, the band, in order bright, 
Arrayed in mystic robes of light, 

Like friends and brothers firm unite, 

In bonds which nought divides: 


Combined in unity and love, 

In peace and harmony they move, 

And hope to join that Lodge above, 
Where God himself presides. 


The Holy Bible is their Chart ; 
The Square of virtue rules the heart ; 
The Compass circumscribes with art, 
And limits their desires. 


The Lamb to purity ’II incite ; 

The Plumb reminds to walk upright ; 

The Level postrates pride and might, 
Humility inspires. 


The ills with which their lives abound, 

The blessings, too, which life surround, 

The Heavenly House, to which they’re bound, 
And ever kept in view. 


And thus they’re weened from worldly charms, 
Induced to seek a Saviour’s arms, 

To welcome death, without alarms, 

To bid the world adieu. 








Faith and Hope and Charity 
Are steps, which lead them, Lord, to thee ; 
But Charity, of all the three, 

Is greatest, most divine: 
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For Faith is ever lost in sight ; 

Fruition will our hopes requite ; 

But Charity, with lustre bright, 
Through endless ages shine. 


Benevolence and love to all, 

Relief, if suff’ring merit call, 

And Truth, most sacred of them all, 
Are tenets they profess. 


While Temp’rance, Justice, Fortitude, 

(Appropriate virtues of the good,) 

They’d never from their lives exclude, 
But ever would possess. 


Their love is not confined to place, 
Embraces all the human race, 
Whome’er masonic virtues grace, 


If peasant or a peer; 


Whate’er his nation, color, birth, 

Or rank among the sons of earth, 

if he possess this pearl of worth, 
He finds a Brother here. 


Ask the sick, ‘who comfort sends ?’ 
Ask the widow, ‘who befriends ?’ 
The helpless orphan, ‘who extends 


The hand of kind relief?’ 


‘The Mason,’ all in concert cry ; 
‘The Mason hears the widow’s sigh, 
The Mason dries the orphan’s eye, 
And sooths the pangs of grief.’ 


*Tis theirs, to help the suff’ring poor ; 

’Tis theirs, to ope the prison door ; 

*Tis theirs, in broken hearts, to pour 
The balm of sympathy. 


Yes, sympathy and love are theirs, 

In scenes of joy, in scenes of tears, 

And every cordial, kindness bears, 
For frail humanity. 


Then hail, thou mystic, glorious art, 
Enlight’ner of the human heart, 
Thy gentlest influeuce now impart, 
And tune our hearts to love. 


[FEB 
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May Faith and Truth and Friendship sweet, 
In virtue guide our willing feet, 
That we may all accepted, meet 
In that Grand Lodge above. &e. 





REFLECTIONS, 


On the doings of the Anti-Masonic Meeting at Dedham, Mass. 


January 1, 1829, in relation to their effects on civil rights. 


Ihave no connextion whatever with I'reemasonry: It is not my 
present business either to condemn or approve it ; but justice com- 
pels me to say, that in the neighborhood of this meeting, Freema- 
sons though few in number, are respectable in character, an! that 
many of them are intelligent and valuable citizens. Never before 
this meeting did I hear that they were even suspected of any im- 
proper interference in any judicial or political matter. When 
therefore, we saw strangers assemble at Dedham, to impeach men 
of such character and standing among us, for being members of a 
wicked and dangerous society, it excited painful emotions, and pro- 
duced the enquiry in the minds of candid men, is this the best mode 
of reforming abuses, either real or supposed? Is it congenial to the 
principles of a free goverument, which tolerates a free press and 
free enquiry, to make use of the means employed by this meeting‘ 

From the doings of this meeting it appears to have been the de- 
sign to draw up an indictment against the entire institution of I’ree- 
masonry, containing many severe but vague charges: an institu- 
tion which has existed for ages in almost every civilized country, 
and enrolls in its list of members and patrons, the greatest names 
both in our own and foreign countries. This meeting in one es- 
sential feature, differed from all others ever before held in this part 
of the Commonwealth, and is strongly indicative of that change of 
character which our revolutionary patriots predicted, and which 
caused them to provide as they did in our Declaration of Rights, 
that a frequent recurrence to the fundamental principles ef the Con- 
stitution is necessary. 

The people have a right, in a peaceable and orderly manner, to 
assemble, to deliberate, resolve and act, on all those subjects over 
which government has jurisdiction ; and this has been frequently 
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done both in open meetings, and in secret caucuses. But this An- 
ti- Masonic meeting interfered in matters not under the control of 
Jegitimate government ; it met not to petition or remonstrate to the 
legislative body. Its pretended design was a reformation of spec- 
ulative errors. It interfered in matters of taste, in questions involv- 
ing nice metaphysical and moral distinctions ; it even dictated by 


menacing resolves, how individuals should act, in cases where their 


own consciences alone must decide. It attempted to effect by the 
force of popular meetings and party combinations, by accusatory 
and threatening resolutions, by exciting public odium and personal 


“jl will, that which should aloue be done by a free press and free 


inquiry. It abandoned the American principles of government 


"nag: tlie limit all just authority to overt acts. It disregarded the re- 


publican maxim, that error may be safely tolerated, where truth is 
left free to combat it. It undertook to punish by all the means in 
its power those errors, which, if they be errors at all, are mental, 
secret and speculative. It adopted the doctrine of all persecuting 
governments. ‘That Pope. who condemned Galileoas guilty of a 
dangerous and wicked heresy, for illustrating and supporting the 
true doctrine of the Solar System acted on the same principle as the 
Anti-Masonic meeting. The Pope employed the dungeon as the 
proper means to reform the error: and the meeting used another 
mode of punishment, which to freemen and to a liberal mind, is as 
great and oppressive, and equally odious. 

The 12th article m the declartion of rights provides thet, no sub- 
ject shall be despoiled of his privileges, put out of the protection of 
law unless by the decision of his peers, and until he has had an op- 
portunity to produce all proof favorable to him, meet the witnesses 
against him face to face, and be heard by himself or counsel. Yet 
this meeting in violation as | think of this sacred principle, impeach- 
ed, condemned, and punished by all the means in its power, the 
members of the Masonic Fraternity, when they had no opportunt- 
ty to make their defemce. 

Again, it is asserted in the constitution-that all ex post facto laws 
are unjust, oppressive and inconsistent with the principles of a free 
government: yet if the resoloves of this meeting have any design or 
effect, it is to declare, that being a member of the masonic fratcrni- 
ties at the present time, is a wicked and dangerous thing ; whereas 
in times previous, when these same persons joined in their society, 
it was innocent, nay even by the members themselves deemed mer- 
itorious. 

The constitution likewise declares, that no subject shall be obliged 
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to accuse or furnish evidence against himself. In violation of this 
principle of natural justice, the Anti-Masonic meeting resolved, 
that any minister of the gospel who had been unwarily caught in 
the toils of Freemasonry, ought to absolve himself from all connex- 
ion with it. In other words, now, when he is threatened with pop- 
ular indignation, he must come forth and declare that he has long 
been a member of a wicked and dangerous society, and a party to 
their crimes. ‘To this outrage on the rights of conscience he may 
well exclaim: Who gave thee a right, oh vain man! with thy 
threatenings to obtrude thyself into this affair between my con- 
science and my God. Hast thou some patent from the high throne, 
to dictate inthis matter: which reason and the constitution declare, 
never yet rightfully belonged to any Pope, Inquisition, Synod, or 
earthly tribunal? 

It is obvious that this Anti-masonic association intend to effect 
their reformation, by withholding their patronage and suffrages from 
those whom they publicly accuse, which is no less than the whole 
masonic fraternity: thus involving the innocent with the guilty. How 
different isthis spirit with the 9th article of the declaration of rights, 
which says that all elections ought to be free, and all the inhabitants 
having such qualifications as they shall establish, have an equal 
right to elect officers and to be elected for public employments. 

‘Thus do we see, how cautiously the constitution guarded against 
injustice and oppression from popular excitement. If we depart 
then from these great land marks which define and limit the equal 
rights of man, to what excesses may we not go? Have not Parisian 
mobs, and Catholic associations and clubs of orangemen ; have not 
those numerous bodies of reformers, who from the time they acted 
under lord George Gordon, in burning the city of London, to the 
meeting of 100,000 who lately assembled on Penenden Heath, done 
enough to frighten us out of these anti-republican and unnecesary 
meetings! Ifthe community sanction this precedent, where shall 
we stop? Why may not hostile sects in religion meet, and in the 
same manner denounce each other for entertaining dangerous and 
impious opinions?— Boston Pat. 


DEDHAM. 
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CITIZENS’ MEETING, 
HELD AT BROOKLYN, CONNECTICUT, 


To take into consideration the subject of Masonry and Anti-Masonry. 


At a meeting of some of the inhabitants of Brooklyn, and the vi- 
cinity, who are neither masons nor are pledged to support anti-ma- 
sonry, called for the purpose of taking into consideration the sub- 
ject on which the late anti-masonic convention was convened in said 
town, Nathan Willer, Esq. was called to the chair, and Capt. Ed- 
win Tyler, chosen Secretary. The object of the meeting having 
been stated, and the subject discussed, a committee was appointed 
to draft an address and resolutions expressive of the views and feel- 
ings of the meeting. At an adjourned meeting, the following ad- 
dress was reported, adopted, and ordered to be published. 


ADDRESS. 
Unpber a government purely Republican, it is not only the right 
but the duty of all good citizens to observe all passing events 
which may possibly affect their rights or endanger their liberties. — 
The public welfare requires that a vigilant and thorough investiga- 
tion be made of every extraordinary occurrence, and the most ju- 
dicious measures adopted to counteract any deleterious effects that 
may bethreatened. ‘The right and duty also extends to the peo- 
ple in their primary assemblies, to investigate the motives and ten- 
dency of every important movement which agitates the public mind, 
and to avail themselves of such means as in their judgment are best 
calculated to arrest the progress of any undue popular excitement. 
Nothing, in our opinion, is more dangerous to the institutions of our 
country, or destructive of good order in society, than sudden excite- 
ments, and inflammatory addresses directed to the passions of men. 

It has been with astonishment and regret that we have lately 
heard the denunciations and invectives pronounced by strangers 
to us, against a society in which is associated a large portion of the 
population of the country, among whom are some of our friends and 
neighbors, who we know have heretofore sustained fair characters, 
and been considered among our worthiest citizens. 

Having heard of the abduction of William Morgan, we were not 
surprised, that under the circumstances, his friends and those with- 
in the neighborhood should strongly suspect, that the perpetrators 
of that horrid deed, and most violent outrage, not only upon the 
rights and feelings of the sufferers, but upon community, acted with 
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the approbation of masons in that vicinity. But that this act ofa 
few vile desperadoes should be charged upon all masons through- 
out the country—that it should be considered a just cause of declar- 
ing a war of extermination against the whole institution, is extra- 
ordinary. Yet this has been done, and in addresses most intempe- 
rate, the public have been exhorted to withhold from the fraternity 
all civil privileges. Attempts have been made also to sew the seeds 
of distrust and division, by reviling our courts of justice, and by 
requiring churches to withdraw Christian fellowship from those who 
are connected with the masonic order. 

Weare not the apologists or defenders of masons, for we have full 
confidence that public opinion, when regulated by reason and can- 
dor, and founded on correct information, willinsure equal privi- 
leges to all classeyof the community. We believe there is virtue 
enough in our government to punish crime in whatever shape it 
may be committed, or by whatever combination of men it may be 
countenanced. We know nothing of masonry, except what we 
gather from the books they have published to the world. From 
these we learn that it is of great antiquity ; that its obligations are 
such as to ameliorate the condition of the human race, and from the 
characters of the many eminent men who have belonged to the fra- 
ternity, we have an evidence not easily discredited, that these rep- 
resentations are true, and ‘that the principles of the institution 
cannot be dishonorable, or of immoral or dangerous tendency.”— 
We do not believe that Washington, Franklin, Lafayette, Jeffer- 
son, Hancock, Warren, Putnam, and [S.] Adams, (who, we are 
informed, were all masons) whose physical and moral energies, 
wielded and guided the destinies of the Republic, and some of whom 
fought and bled for the liberties of the people, were so weak as to 
support an institution of so dangerous and blasphemous a character 
as this has been represented. Nor do we believe that their fears of 
the combined powers of masonry would have prevented them from 
denouncing that which they knew to be so infamous. 

The proof brought to support the position that masonry is ‘* dan- 
gerous to the civil institutions of our country, and contrary to the 
laws of God,” is the assertions of some seceding masons, (who ap- 
pear before us in questionable characters, according to their own 
statements, ) backed by ‘“‘ Morgan’s illustration of masonry,” which 
they assert to be true. ‘This then is the text book from which they 
wish us to form our opinions of masonic principles ; were we to place 
any confidence in this work, it would contradict their assertions, 
and destroy their veracity. ‘Take Masonry as Morgan has defined 
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it, after clearing away the rubbish of ceremony and pageantry, 
which are calculated to have an imposing effect upon the mind of the 
new member, and divest the obligations of some interpolations and 
alterations, which are evidently contrary to the spirit and letter of 
every other part of the book,1. and we find nothing but humanity, 
brotherly love, and morality inculcated throughout—and this we 
believe to be the sum total of masonry at the present day. What- 
ever views its founders might have had, whatever might have been 
its claims in former ages, it now appears to be resolved into this— 
and in proof we quote the words of that book, [Morgan’s] which 
says, “ We come to lay before the world the claims of an institu- 
tion which has been sanctioned by ages, venerated for wisdom, and 
exalted for light ; but strip it of its borrowed trappings, and itis a 
mere nothing, a toy not now worthy the notice of a child to sport 
with.” We say then, that if these assertions be true, the anti-ma- 
sonic excitement can be nothing but the effect of the writhings of a 
few disaffected individuals, who endeavour to make this inoffensive 
institution an instrument to accomplish sinister or political purpo- 
ses.2 

The impropriety and wickedness of the oaths, said to be taken 
by masons, we leave for them to settle between their consciences 
and their God, and while we agree with Morgan’s book, that they 
‘carry the strongest internal evidence of the semi-barbarity 3 that 
prevailed at the time of the institution of the order,” we can also 
say in the language of that book, ‘‘ that the day, we trust will never 
arrive here, when ranks in masonry will be stepping stones to places 
of dignity and power—when this institution will be a machine to 
press down the free-born spirits of men.4 ‘That masons have as- 
sisted each other to civil or religious preferments, is not proved by 
facts within our knowledge ;5—and the aspersions upon our courts 
of justice, which are made by asserting that masonic intrigues cor- 
rupt their decisions, are too foul to be countenanced fora moment, 
and wholly disproved by the experience of every observer. Hay- 
ing these views, we would recommend to every good citizen, that 
while he despises the ludicrous [?] forms and useless titles of ma- 


1. And which have no more to do with the fraternity, than with any 
other society under heaven.—Ed. 


2. True, every word true. 
3. Join us, and our word for it, you will think differently. 
4. To this we respond a hearty amen:—there is no danger. 


5. Nor can it be proved. Politics never entered the door of a lodge ; 
no man dare attempt to introduce it there. 
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sonry, to disregard the incentives held out by men, whose conduct 
is a piece with that fierce and violent spirit of religious persecution 
which has been the disgrace of human nature in all ages. 

Of the character of those persons who have recently been among 
us and assumed the direction of the storm, we should regret to say 
as much as we believe would be justifiable 6—of their motives we 
can know nothing, but must strongly suspect a tree which can pro- 
duce so bitter fruit. We lament that men who profess to teach the 
mild and charitable principles of the gospel, should so far depart 
from those principles, as to be instrumental in engendering, in 
churches and societies, those feelings of malice and hatred which 
should never finda place in the bosom of the christian.7 We 
would urge upon our fellow-citizens, to read and examine for them- 
selves impartially. Let masonry stand or fall by its own merits, 
but let us rather judge from facts within our own knowledge, and 
the lives and testimony of those whom we know, than from the state- 
ments of strangers. We fee] strongly impressed with the convic- 
tion, that the peace and gor] order of Society, and the rights cf a 
large body of unoffending citizens, are endangered by the inflamn- 
matory addresses and extraordinary measures which are attempteu 
to be enforced by the anti-masons, and are fully satisfied that more 
danger is to be apprehended to our civil and social relations, from 
the oppressive and exclusive spirit which they are endeavoring to 
engender, than can possibly arise from the institution of masonry.— 
We do not mean that masonry should not be examined ; let it be 
investigated with fairness and candor,8 but we would protest 
against making an institution, which we must still consider in itself 
inoffensive, a barrier to civil preferment, or a stumbling block to 
christians. We would therefore request those who feel an interest 
on this subject, to co-operate with us, and use their influence to calm 
a storm which threatens such fearful consequences. 

A corresponding committee, consisting of eight persons, was ap- 
pointed, after the above address had been delivered, and several 
resolutions were adopted, requesting the co-operation of the friends 
of good order generally. 


6. Anti-masonic leaders travel from one village to another, for the 
purpose of creating excitement. They did so in Dedham. Milton is the 
hot-bed in this quarter. 


7. A thought worthy the attention of every christian. 
8. Masons ask no more of their fellow-citizens—of the world. 
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AN ACROSTIC, 


(TR ee ets ea 


The following are the writer’s reflections on the reception of an anti-ma- 


sonic paper, gratuitously sent him. 


A wretch, how disgusting ! Poor moon-striken wight ! 


Not long shall the true sons of wisdom and light, 
Abide your deformity, long-eared and tall; 

Nor foster your miscreant-malice and gall. 

To slander the wise, and the vain to uphold, 

In defiance of truth, for fame or for gold;— 
Malicious such spirit—such feelings are base! 
Accord with the jack-ass ! Then—rank in his place! 
Seduc’d by your scandal, the vile and perverse, 

On ignorance feasting, replenish your purse: 

None honest are found: but the knave and the fool, 
Inhaling your spirit, have filled up your school. 
Concealing your feet, exposing your ears, 

Jealous of goodness, abounding in fears, 


An ape of Sol. Southwick—his passions you prize ! 


Correct your base gambols! save modesty’s eyes ! 
Keen envy inspires you!—your triumph is past ! 

Acknowledg’d unworthy !—A sense of your cast 
Shall clear your poor trash from society’s way— 


So double your efforts, and keep up the bray. G. R. 


~ore BB Baas- 


A SENTIMENT. 


Elma, how strong the tie that binds 
Congenial hearts, congenial minds; 


! 


How stern, alas! the fate which parts 


Congenial minds, congenial hearts. 


How dread that stupor of the soul, 
Congealing, like the icy pole, 

The warm affections of the breast: 
The kindest, dearest and the best. 
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MAJ. JACKSON'S LETTER, 
On the Dedham Anti-Masonic Convention. 


As indisposition prevented me from attending the late ‘‘ anti-ma- 
sonic” meeting at Dedham, I take the liberty of making some in- 
quiries I should have proposed there, to those who were masons, 
and to those who were not. Why is this rage against Masonry ?—— 
a society, which has existed for so many ages, and against which 
the gates of hell have never been able to prevail? Shall a man 
who pretends to divulge itssecreis, do it any harm’ There are 
good and bad in all societies ; and if some persons think the secrets 
of masonry have been divulged, let them enjoy their own opinion ; 
but not disturb the existing harmony of religious societies, nor say 
that persons shall not belong to the church of Christ, if they ac- 
knowledge that they are members, and frequent the lodges of free 
and accepted masons. If a member will not sit under a minister 
presiding because he is a mason, does he not by such conduct con- 
demnhim ? ‘lo whom is he accountable, but unto his lord and mas- 
ter, whether he stand or fall? Is not God to approve or disap- 
prove of our conduct ; or Is man to take this work out of his hands? 

[am a Royal Arch Mason ; have been the master of a Lodge, am 
almost seventy-seven years old, and am a member of the Christian 
church ; andif I thought that masonry would prevent me from plac- 
ing my affections on my heavenly Father, or cause me to neglect the 
fulfilment of my duties to Him, I think, so far asi know my own 
heart, | would relinquish it, and every thing here below, for the 
sake of Him, whom, for so many years, I have endeavored to serve 
in all humility and lowliness of mind. Was not St. Johna mason, 
and a beloved disciple of our Lord? God knows the secrets of ma- 
sonry better than unenlightened man. Let us not judge one an- 
other, for with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged. 

Far be it from me, in my old age, to injure the cause of Christ, 
or jeopardize the liberties of my country, for which I have fought 
and bled. I cannot think our civil and religious liberties are in any 
danger from masonry, or from such as pretend to ridicule both. I 
cannot think that true and accepted masons would be disposed to 
injure either a Morgan ora printer. The latter may expect to ob- 
tain subscribers to his paper, or privately sell his books by endeavor- 
ing to degrade the order; but the depravity of man is not so great, 
nor the American people so credulous, as that individuals may 
make their fortunes in this way. My brother masons ought not, in 




























ms Se eT 


Each aol Hs 


+ init Sa3 





; 
i 





844 THE AMARANTH: _[esn. 


my opinion, to take much notices of the attempte—made to injure so 
benevolent a society ; but by their livés and conversation convince 
the world they are sincere Christians ; and are ready to do all they 
can to promote the liberties of their country. No honest man can 
suppose by this communication that I wish to injure the latter, as I 
have fought for those liberties during the whole of the Revolution- 
ary war. But I confess, ! am apprehensive they may be destroyed 
by demagogues and unprincipled men. What will they not do? 
[ am fearful they would act as the Jews did, in the ignorance ofa 
blind zeal. If, because I am a mason, I am expelled from com- 
munion with the church of Christ here below, it will matter not, if I 
am but permitted to join with that heavenly Lodge of christians 
which is above. My brothers of the Masonic family, lay not aside 
either the old or new Testament scriptures, but labour for the in- 


crease of brotherly love, hope and charity ; and may the chain of 


benevolence that united the Lodge four or five thousand years ago, 

and through the dark ages, continue to bind us together in this land 

of liberty and religious toleration, of science, and of philanthropy. 
Newton, Mass. Jan 20, 1829, 


— ee 





TITE CAPTIVE BLACKBIRD’S PETITION. 


Will no kind hand unbar this door ? 
Oh, sweetest maiden, set me free, 

To wing the summer air once more, 
And flit about my favourite tree. 


True—I am fed by beauty’s hand, 

Have herb and water, crumb and seed ; 
And daisied turf whereupon to stand, 

But liberty is life indeed! 


Oh, set me free! from greenwood bough 
{ hear my sadly-chirping mate ; 
She recks not what he suffers now, 
Who lists her wailing through this grate! 


Do set me free! on glad wing borne, 
Duly my vesper song I’ll bring; 
Oh! do now! I'll come every morn, 


On yonder lilac trees to sing. 


Ill serenade you through the wood, 
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~Let.meriow home for pity’s sake ; 
Nay, nay—I cannot taste the food, 
Indeed, indeed, my heart will break! 


I have a li tle family—- 
Ab me! within our household nest : 
£tretch forth your hand—do—set me free, 
For I am sad and sore distrest ! 


No dinner have they had, sweet things ! 
Their breakfast, too, this morn was scant ; 
And having yet no use of wings, 
Poor souls ! can neither work nor want. 


Your brother ! nay be not afraid ; 
That’s right, a leetle wider—try— 
The lattice open !—thanks kind maid,— 
A thousand thanks !--good bye, good bye ! 
Juvenile Sous. 





JCHN LOUIS TAYLOR, 


Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of North Carolina. 
(OBITUARY. ) 


Mr. 'Taytor died at his residence, near Raleigh, N. C. on the 30th 
ult., in the 59th yearof his age. By birth, he wasa native of Ire- 
land, but came to this country in his boyhood, and studied law in 
North Carolina ; became a successful practitioner, and at the age 
of 28 years was appointed a Judge on the Bench of the Supreme 
Court of that state. Whilst atthe Bar, Mr. ‘Taylor was one of its 
most distinguished members, possessing talents of the first order and 
gifted with the most impressive elocution. 

By the act regulating the S. Court of North Carolina, passed in 
1810, which authorized the six Judges to appoint one of their num- 
ber, Chief Justice, he was honored with that distinction ; and when 
in the year 1818, the Supreme Court was newly organized and 
made to consist of but three Judges, the deceased was again elect- 
ed one of them, and again placed at their head, which high officehe 
filled to the day of his death. Indeed, he was presiding in the Su- 
preme Court on Thursday, the 23d ult. when he was seized with 
the malady which terminated his existence on that day week. 

Vol. 1. No. il. 44 
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‘‘ Judge Taylor was not only a distinguished Jurist ; but his 
mind was deeply imbued with that degree of refinement, which a 
a: long and familiar acquaintance with belles-lettres only can con- 

! fer, and which, on suitable occasions, flowed from his lips and 
uJ | adorned his writings, by apt and felicitous quotations from the An- 

cient Classics. Nor was he more remarkable for the extent of his 

erudition, than for the amiable and benevolent qualities of his heart. 
He possessed a suavity of manners, which all who associated with 
him, felt and acknowledge. Noone ever made an appeal to his 
sympathy, but he entered into their feelings—to his advice, but he 
| cordially gave it—to his charity, but his hand was open to their re- 
lief. 
Mt ‘It had not come to our knowledge before his decease, that the 
! College of Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, had conferred 
} the degree of Doctor of Laws on the Chief Justice.” 

The deceased was buried with Masonic honors. As a member 
of the Fraternity, Judge Taylor had reached the highest grade of 
distinction. 





LOVE’S PHILOSOPHY. 
By Percy B. Shelley. 


at The fountains mingle with the river, 
& And the river with the ocean ; 
The winds of heaven mix for ever 
With a sweet commotion ; 
Nothing in the world is single ; 
All things by a law divine 
In one another’s being mingle— 
Why not I with thine! 


See the mountains kiss high heaven 
And the waves clasp one another ! 

No leaf or flower would be forgiven, 

J If it disdained to kiss its brother ; 

A | And the sunlight clasps the earth, 

: And the moon beams kiss the sea, 

What are all these kisses worth, 

If thou kiss not me ? 
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MASONIC INPELLIGENCE. 


THE MIRROR, 
To the Editor of the Amaranth. 


Dear Sir—By the last number of the Amaranth, I perceived you 
propose torevive the Mirror. Ofthis I am well pleased ; and hope, 
and believe, the proposition will be favourably regarded by the fra- 
ternity. But allow me to enquire whether, in your editorial man- 
agement, and in defending the institution from the vile aspersions 
of its enemies, you purpose to be governed by general or local con- 
siderations ; that is, are you to be drawn into personal controversy 
by every renegade who may think himself competent to enter the 
list against you ? If this enquiry be impertinent, excuse it. I make 
it from good motives, and trust you will so receive it. 

Feb. 7th. Yours, &c. 

In answer to the above enquiry, we reply, that, it is not our in- 
tention to be ‘‘drawn into personal controversy,” by any “ anti” 
or ‘‘ renegade” mason, whatever. It is not by such a course that 
we can expect to be of much service to the institution; for to attempt 
to reason with either, with the expectation of obtaining any thing, 
other than scandal, for our labor, would be violent presumption :— 
their motto is, ‘* down with Masonry, right or wrong.” Truth is 
unknown in their vocabulary ; reason and argument are not their 
weapons. ‘To contend with them, therefore, would be folly in the 
extreme. Butit is by a general defence of the institution ; by de- 
veloping its beauties, by demonstrating the purity of its motives, 
and by setting forth, in the name and power of truth, its real char- 
acter ; by urging its claims and asserting its rights, that we expect 
to render some service to the institution and its menbers. It is the 
intelligent, liberal and generous part of the community, that we ex- 
pect will listen tous. Such will candidly examine both sides of the 
question :—-from their decision we ask no appeal. 

Our correspondent need be under no apprehension that we shall 
occupy our time or our pages in bandying words with such men as 
those to whom he alludes. Our motto is, 

** Twill be mild, be patient, be advised.”* 
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MORGAN IN SMYRNA, 


We give the following articles without comment; because we 
prefer that the reader should draw his own conclusions, unbiased 
by any remark that we might offer. ne of them has been before 
the public for sometime, but we have delayed publishing it, with 
the hope that something further on the subject would be received 
from the same source. 


[From the Baltimore American. } 

Although the abduction of Morgan has given rise to newspaper 
paragraphs without number, we are, nevertheless, of opinion that 
the following letter will be perused with interest. The writer of it 
is a gentleman of character and respectability ; he was formerly a 
citizen of Baltimore, but has now taken up his residence in Smyrna. 

©The subject of Captain Morgan’s abduction having caused 
much excitement in our country, [ have thought it proper to give 
you some account of a person residing in Smyrna, who certainly 
answers, very closely, the description I have had of Capt. Morgan. 
I will premise, that my attention to this resemb!ance was first ar- 
rested by a conversation [ had in Boston, (soon after my arrival 
there in May last,) with Mr. John Purdie, of Smyrna, an English- 
man, who has been in America for nine months past, and who very 
frequently conversed with the person in Smyrna, alluded to. Mr. 
Purdie informed me that he had read with great attention, a de- 
scription of Captain Morgan, and was “ convinced” (I think his 
expression, ) that the porson in Smyrna, who called himself Giraud, 
was indeed Capt. Morgan. I saw Giraud in Smyrna, in the month 
of March, 1826, and I understood from Americans and others there, 
that he had arrived a short time before, and had become a Turk.— 
They said. that on his arrival in Smyrna, he called, with an inter- 
preter, on the Pacha, and informed him that he had been ordered 
by Mahomet (before he sailed from New-York) to repair to Tur- 
key, and become a Turk. ‘The Pacha supposed him to be insane, 
and desired him to wait some time. Soon after, however, he cal- 
led a second time on the Pacha, and stated that Mahomet had again 
commanded him to become a Turk, and that he was resolved to 
obey him. He was accordingly initiated. I saw a person in Smyr- 
na, who was present when he pronounced his vows. 

On my return to Smyrna in July, 1827, Giraud was still there, 
and I became well acquainted with him. He said his name was 
Giraud--that he was born at Montreal, Canada, and had beenin 
most sections of our country. I well recollect that he said he had 
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lived sometime in New-York. He was anxious to accompany me 
to America as a servant, and my refusal to take him, evidently caus- 
ed him much disappointment. Hz stated his anxiety to return to 
this country to be so great, that he would most cheerfully submit 
to any privations, su that his object might be accomplished. Gi- 
raud is about five feet seven or eight inches high—is somewhat 
round shouldered ; and labours much in walking. ‘This may be 
owing to his excessive indolence, which is almost proverbial in 
Smyrna. His face is oval and plump—-nose rather large and full 
just above the nostrils--eyes very dark hazel, or what the French 
would call dark chesnut—indeed, they approach very near to what 
I call black eyes--heavy brows. He has lost two of his front teeth, 
from the upper jaw, if my recollection servesme. He wore a long 
beard and mustachios, and I think I have never seen a man who 
had more hair en h’s face than Giraud. He is stout. His frame, 
so far as I could judge of it, he being dressed as a Turk, indicated 
corpulence rather than muscular strength. His manners are very 
pleasing—and asmile is always playing on his face when he is ad- 
dressing one--he is slow inhis speech. He told me that he under- 
stood well and spoke the French language, but I never heard him 
speak it. His pronunciation could not be strictly called either 
English or American, but had aslight touch, if I may so speak, of 
the French pronunciation. 

It may be necessary to remark, that when I saw Giraud in Smyr- 
na, I had entirely forgotten the Morgan affair. In fact 1 was but 
three months in this country, between my visit to Smyrna in 1826, 
and that of 1828, during which period of three months, I now and 
then saw in our papers, a paragraph respecting it, but which I took 
little notice of | Had the subject occurred to me in Smyrna, I 
shuold certainly have made inquiries, as well to satisfy myself, as 
to give information to some friends in this country. I shall embark 
for Turkey about Ist proximo. On my arrival in Smyrna I shall 
not fail to find out Giraud, and obtain from him all the information 
I possibly can. This, if it tends to confirm my suspicions, viz. that 
Giraud and Morgan are one and the same person, shall be commu- 
nicated to you at an early day. 

Giraud is not engaged in any business at Smyrna. He isa per- 
fect lounger. He has frequently asked me for money.” 


(From the Boston Courier.) 


We saw last evening, a letter written to his father by a young 
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man employed on board the brig Palestine, belonging to this port, 
dated Smyrna, Nov. 1, 1828, from which we have been permitted 
to copy the following extract, ‘‘ I suppose you reccollect Morgan 
who made such a disturbance in America a few years since. He is 
now at this place. He has turned Turk for life and wears the tur- 
ban. He spoke to me yesterday when I went ashore and told me 
the whole affair of his leaving his native land, which I shall relate 
to you on my arrival.” This intelligenc is strongly corroborative 
of other reports of the same kind. which, at various times, have 
come form Smyrna. We should think that those who have been so 
deeply implicated in the abduction of Morgan, if they have any de- 
sire to remove the suspicions that now hang over them, would a- 
dopt some measures to ascertain the truth or falsity of these reports. 
If Morgan be actually alive and in Smyrna, there could be no great 
difficulty in settling the fact. The expense of a special agent would 
be nothing in comparison with the importance of the information. 


(From the Williamsburgh Plough Boy.) 


From the following extract of a letter, dated, Smyrna harbor, 
Sept. 13, 1828, from a young gentleman, now in the Mediterranean 
service, to his father in this city, which we have been permitted to 
publish, it will be seen that the celebrated Morgan is still alive and 
well. ** Before this time I suppose you have heard that we have 
Morgan in Smyrna. I have become quite well acquainted with him 
and meet him regularly every evening when I goon shore. He an- 
swers without hesitation to the name of Morgan. He says he is from 
the State of New York, and that he has travelled over the greater 
part of the United States. He informed me that he was at York- 
town in Va. during La Fayette’s visit ; and from the description 
which he gave of the place and of.the circumstances which trans- 
pired there on that memorable occasion, I do not question his state- 
ment. It is the belief of all the American officers out here that he 
is Morgan the Mason, and I have no doubt of it myself. He told 
me that he intended shortly to write an account of his life and trav- 


els for publication.” 
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Wortny Examprie.—The Baptist Society of Rome, N. Y., at a 
meeting on the 6th inst., viewing the anti-masonic question as hav- 
ing now assumed a marked political character, wisely resolved— 
‘that they will not interfere with the political opinisns or rights of 
any free citizen, in the election of public officers.” 


ELEectTions.—At a regular communication of Zion Lodge, No. 172, 
held at the Masonic Hall in West Bloomfield, N. Y. on Wednesday the 
17th of Dec. 1828, the following persons were duly elected officers for 
the year ensuing:—Samuel Nichols, 2d. M.; Daniel Holmes, S. W.; Bar- 
zalee! C. Taft, J. W.; Hiram A. Waite, Sec. Samuel Nichols, Ist, T.; J. 
Wood, 8S. D.; 8. Page, J. D.; Thomas H. Kellogg, 8. 8.; J.C. Cooper, 
J. S8,; Victor M. Hopkins, T. 

Officers of Richmond (New York) R. A. Chapter, elected and 
installed December, 15, 5328. 

S. Nichols, 2d H. P.; R. Hudson, K.; N. Cargill, S.; O. Adams, 
C. H.; J. Chase, Jr. P. S.; T. Benedict, R. A. C.; H. Smith, J. 
Richardson, 8S. Henry, M. V.; L. Church, 8.; D. Whitney, T.; J. 
M’Cartney, S. S.; J. Elmore, J. §.; J. Bently, T. 

Officers of Genesee Lodge, Richmond, N. Y. elected Dec. 5828. 
J. Dixson, M.; D. V. Bissell, S. W.; H. Gilbert, J. W.; L. Church 
S.; H. Smith, T.; P. D. Bentley, S. D.; J. M’Cartney, J. D.; J. 
Stevens, Jr. 8S. S.; S. Henry, J. S.; J. Bentley, T. 

Officers of Morning Sun Lodge, Ashfield, Mass. elected Dec. 15, 
A. L. 5828. 

H. B. Childs, M.; S. Hayward, S. W.; S. Cole, J. W.; Rev. J. 
R. Goodnough, C.; J. Lilley, S.; R. Ranney, T.; D. Childs, $.D.; 
E. William, J. D.; I. Ansden, L. B. Wing, Sts.; C. Brown, M. 
John Colton, T. 

Officers of King Solomon’s Lodge, Charlestown, elected and in- 

stalled for the current year: 
f Dexter Bowman, M.; Micajah Rice, S. W.; George Stevens, J. 
W.; John Gregory, T.; John M. Robertson, S.; Lot Merriam, Jr. 
S. D.; Henry Nichols, J. D.; John Badger, S. S.; Amos 8S, Wil- 
kins, J. S.; Robert Calder, Jr. M.; John Mitchell, 'T. 

Officers of Union Lodge, Nantucket:—-Robert F. Parker, M.; 
George F. Bunker, S. W.; Harvey Hartshorn, J. W.; Peter Chase 
T.; James F. Chase, 8.; George Swain, Jr. S. D.; David Cottle, 
J. D.; William Coffin, Jr. S. S.; Peter C. Myrick, J. S.; William 
Hiller, M.; Wilson Rawson, T. 

Officers of Urbanity Lodge, Nantucket:—-Samuel B. Tuck, M.; 
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Edward Field, S. W.; George Parker, J. W.; Henry M. Pinkham, 
T.; William C. Starbuck, S.; Benjim'n Pike, S. D.; John Shear- 
man, J. D.; John C. Pinkham, Caleb Cushman, Stewards ; John 
Wiederhold, Tyler. 

Officers of the Grand Lodge of North Carolina:—Louis D. Wilson, G. 
M.; James Grant, 8. G. W.; Sam’l. F. Patterson, J.G. W.; Benj. A. Bar- 
ham, G. T.; John C. Stedman, G. S.; John Owen, D. G. M.; Rev. Jos. 
Caldwell, Patrick W. Dowd, John Armstrong, Josiah R. Horn, Thomas 
P. Hunt, G. Chaplains; William H. Hunter, Join G,. Marshal, G. Deacons; 
Henry Bryan, G. Marshal; Lawson H. Alexander, G. 8. B.; John Walker, 
G. P.; John T. C. Wiatt, Dirk Lindeman, G. Stewards ; Richard W. Ash- 
ton, G. T. 

Officers of the Grand Lodge of Ohio, for the present year. 

J. Snow, G. M.; T. Baker, D. G. M.; J. H. James, G. S. W.; 
H. Curtis, G. J. W.; L. Goodale, G. T.; B. Latham, G.S.; Ste- 
phen Fales, G. 0.; Rev, P. ‘Truman, G. C.; 8. 'T. Fracker, G. M.; 
D.S. Davis, G. 8. D.; W. B. Thrali, G. J. D.; W. John, G. T. 
W. Fielding, G. L. 

Officers of Worthington, Ohio, R.A.Chapter, for the present year. 
A. I. M’Dowell, G. H. P.; S. Fales, D. G H. P.; R. Puncheon, 
G. K.; J. Gates, G. S.; L. Goodale, G. T.; B. Latham, G.S.; J. 
Grubb, G. M.; Rev. H. Hulburd, G. C. 

Officers of Warwick (R. I.) Lodge.—Willard Ballou, M.; William B. 
Brooks, Caleb Greene, Wardens; William Harrison, T.; Aibro Anthony, 
S.; George Taft, John G. Browning, Deacons; William Arnold, Steward 
and Tyler. 





aX PULSIONS. 


Following are the names of persons who have been expelled by 
the Lodges of North Carolina, the past year. 

Isaac D. Guion, Patrick S. Gaynon, James Adams, William Hur- 
rel, William Lyon, John M. Greenlee. 
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